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News Release, 25th September 2009  

“Privy Council allows appeals in three death penalty 

cases”  

 

 

 

Akim Carter  

 

The Privy Council has allowed an appeal on behalf of Mr Akim Carter and 

quashed his sentence of death.  Mr Akim Carter appealed to the Privy Council 

for leave to appeal on the basis of fresh medical evidence in the form of 

psychiatric and psychological reports.    

 

The Appellant was assessed by a psychologist who had concluded that Mr 

Carter suffered from a learning disability. This was also confirmed by a 

psychiatric report.  Such evidence was relevant to Mr Carter’s sentence of 

death and as such required proper investigation by a court in the interest of 

justice. Furthermore, the imposition of a death sentence on a mentally 

retarded defendant was cruel and unusual punishment.   

 

The State after carrying out medical investigations consented to the appeal on 

sentence and as a result of the fresh medical evidence consented to the case 

being remitted to the Court of Appeal for resentencing.   

 

Mr Carter’s sentence of death was quashed and his case is to be heard by the 

Court of Appeal.  

 

David Noel and Steve Gilbert  

 

The Privy Council has allowed two appeals from Grenada who had originally 

been sentenced to death.  The sentence of death imposed on Mr Noel and Mr 
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Gilbert has been quashed and the cases have been remitted back to the 

Supreme Court of Grenada for resentencing.   

 

Notes to Editors 

 

1. The Death Penalty Project is an international human rights organisation 

providing free legal representation to many individuals still facing the 

death penalty in the Caribbean and Africa.  The organisation is 

supported by grants from amongst others, the Oak Foundation, the 

Sigrid Rausing Trust, the Open Society Institute, the UK Foreign & 

Commonwealth Office, the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims 

of Torture and Simons Muirhead & Burton, solicitors. For further 

information, please go to www.deathpenaltyproject.org.  

 

2. For further information please contact Saul Lehrfreund or Parvais 

Jabbar, Executive Directors of the Death Penalty Project  

Saul Lehrfreund:  Direct Tel: 0203 206 2746 

   Mobile:  07834 767 402 

Parvais Jabbar:  Direct Tel: 0203 206 2747 

   Mobile:  07956 186 767  

 


